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December 7. 2025
2" Sunday of Advent: PEACE

Worship on December 7
9 am — St. Thomas’ MP
11 am — St. Stephen’s HE
11 am — St. Mark’s MP

Today’s Readings
Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19;
Romans 15:4-13; Matthew 3:1-12

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
~ Ambherst, Nova Scotia
~ Lantz, Nova Scotia

Provincial Prayer Care
Diocese of Western Newfoundland
~ Bishop John Organ

DCS Cycle of Praver - St. Paul’s, Charlottetown

Praver Partner - Parish of Timberlea-Lakeside



mailto:nlparish@eastlink.ca
http://www.nlparish.org/

December 14: 3" Sunday of Advent (blue)
Worship Times: 9 am — St. Thomas’ HE
11 am — St. Stephen’s MP
11 am — St. Mark’s HE
Readings: Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:4-9;
James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11
Readers: Sandra H, Judy C; Jim D, Darlene L; Norma T, Bronwyn C
Prayers of the People: Jim E, Doreen C, Marlene C
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Second Sunday of Advent: PEACE
(Light the second purple candle. The Peace Candle signifies
the peace that Christ brings to our hearts and lives. Purple again
symbolizes repentance and preparation for the Lord’s coming.)
Prayer: Father, as we light this candle of peace, we ask that You
prepare our hearts for Your coming. Clear the paths in our lives
that keep us from You, and make room in our hearts for Your
peace and presence. May we welcome You with open hearts
and lives prepared for Your glory. Amen.

A Candle is Burning (fune: “Away in a Manger”)
A candle is burning, a candle of PEACE,

a candle to signal that conflict must cease.

For Jesus is coming to show us the way,

a message of peace humbly laid in the hay.
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Christmas Eve/Day Worship Services
December 24:

4 pm — St. Stephen’s HE %k’
6 pm — St. Thomas’ HE
8 pm — St. Mark’s HE
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Yarns & Tea

Tuesday, December 9, is the last afternoon for Yarns & Tea at

St. Thomas’ for 2025. If you plan to attend on December 9, please
bring along a snack to share. Yarns & Tea will resume on Tuesday
afternoons early in the new year. Start date to be announced.

Kensington Community Care Home has invited our Parish choir
to sing Christmas carols on December 11 at 1:30 pm. Hugh Jones
will be organist; all are welcome! Please mark your calendar!

Parish Executive/Financials will meet on Thursday, December 11,
6 pm at the Rectory.

Parish Christmas Luncheon will be held at Lotus Garden Restaurant
on Friday, December 12, 11:30 a.m. Contact Sandra (902-836-4751),
Lola (902-303-5795), or Doreen (902-886-2207). All are welcome!

St. Elizabeth’s Church Council meets on Tuesday, December 16,
7 pm at St. Elizabeth’s Church.

Christmas is coming, and we will be sending gifts to our friends at
Hillsborough Hospital. The most needed items are socks,
underwear, gift cards for coffee shops or McDonald’s, and only
“unscented” products are allowed in the hospital. A gift bag

would be appreciated; please bring items to church by December 7.

If you have any questions, please contact either Doris, Sandra, or Lola.
Thank you in advance!

‘Downhome Christmas Concert’ will be held at Southwest River
United Church, Margate, on Sunday, December 14, 2:00 p.m.
Admission by donation, with proceeds shared between the church
and Kensington Food Bank. Music, skits, singing, readings,
cookies & cider, fudge sale, auction of cakes and crafts.

All are welcome! Spread the word!

An Evening of Christmas Music with ‘Arioso’ and other special
guests will be held on Thursday, December 18, 6:30 p.m., at
Kensington United Church. Admission $15 (or by donation).



COLLECT

Almighty God,

who sent your servant John the Baptist

to prepare your people to welcome the Messiah,
inspire us, the ministers and stewards of your truth,

to turn our disobedient hearts to you,

that when the Christ shall come again to be our judge,
we may stand with confidence before his glory;

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

A READING FROM ISAIAH 11:1-10

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch

shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be
in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see,

or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge
the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall
strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his
lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around
his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall
live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf
and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play
over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the
adder's den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters
cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal

to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling

shall be glorious.

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19
Give the King your justice, O God,*
and your righteousness to the King's Son;
that he may rule your people righteously*
and the poor with justice;
that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,*
and the little hills bring righteousness.
He shall defend the needy among the people;*
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor.
He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *
from one generation to another.
He shall come down like rain upon the mown field,*
like showers that water the earth.
In his time shall the righteous flourish;*
there shall be abundance of peace
till the moon shall be no more.
Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel,*
who alone does wondrous deeds!
And blessed be his glorious name for ever!*
and may all the earth be filled with his glory. Amen. Amen.

O God, bring our nation and all nations to a sense of justice and
equity, that poverty, oppression, and violence may vanish and all
may know peace and plenty. We ask this in the name of Jesus
Christ.

A READING FROM ROMANS 15:4-13

For whatever was written in former days was written for our
instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the
scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one
voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome
one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory
of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,




"Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to
your name"; and again he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people";
and again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples
praise him"; and again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse shall come, the
one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope." May
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near."

This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight."" Now John wore clothing of camel's hair
with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and

wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going

out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw
many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them,
"You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves,
'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying
at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit
is cut down and thrown into the fire. I baptize you with water for
repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me;

I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the

Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will
clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary;

but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
God our strength,

we are nothing without you.

Receive all we offer you this day

as you sustain us with your mercy;
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Faithful God,

we thank you for feeding us with this heavenly banquet.
Help us always to hear the prophet's call

to turn our hearts to you;

in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.
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