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November 12, 2023

24" Sunday after Pentecost

Welcome to everyone gathered here today.
Please make yourself known to the greeters.

Today’s Readings:
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25; Psalm 78:1-7
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 25:1-13

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer
~ South Queens, Nova Scotia
~ Lockeport/Barrington

Provincial Prayer Care
Diocese of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island
~ Bishop Sandra Fyfe

Council of the North
Diocese of Caledonia — Bishop David Lehmann

DCS Cycle of Prayer — St. John’s, St. Eleanors

Prayer Partner - Parish of Timberlea-Lakeside

November 19 — 25" Sunday after Pentecost (green)
Readings: Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123;
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30

Readers: Jim E, Sandra H; Jean R, Hilda J; Doris M, Norma T
Prayers of the People: Jim E, Lola MO, Bronwyn C
Worship Times: 9 am — St. Stephen’s HC

11 am — St. Thomas’ MP

11 am — St. Mark’s HC

Parish Council will meet on Monday, November 20th, 7 pm
at St. Mark’s Church.

Clinton View Lodge worship service will be held on Wednesday,
November 22, at 2:15 p.m. Join in fellowship with the residents.

Last week for donations to Mission to Seafarers Shoe Boxes
Items needed: work gloves, shampoo, deodorant,

shaving cream, socks, wrapped hard candy (no chocolate),
soap, toothpaste, toothbrush, razors, lip balm, playing card,
mementos of PEI or Canada. Please have your donations or
completed boxes (unwrapped) to the church by November 19.
Contacts: Sandra 902-836-4751, Doris 902-836-3827,

Lola 902-886-2653.

Ecumenical Christmas Choir Service will be held on Monday,
December 4, 7:30 p.m. at Kensington United Church. All are welcome!

Food Safety Course -- One session is still available --
Saturday, November 18, 9:30 am, Ellerslie Legion, 1136 Ellerslie Road.

Margate Pastoral Charge Christmas Concert will be held on
Sunday, December 17, 6:30 p.m. at Southwest River United Church
in Margate. Readings, skits, music, singing, fudge sale & cookies!
Freewill offering proceeds will go to help out Kensington Food Bank.
All are welcome!


mailto:nlparish@eastlink.ca
http://www.nlparish.org/

COLLECT

Eternal God,

who caused all holy scriptures

to be written for our learning,

grant us so to hear them,

read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them,

that we may embrace and ever hold fast

the blessed hope of everlasting life,

which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS

Gracious God,

your word to us is food indeed.

Receive all we offer you this day,

and let your loving-kindness be our comfort,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, your living Word.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Living God,

in the eucharist you fill us with new hope.

May the power of your love,

which we have known in word and sacrament,
continue your saving work among us,

and bring us to the joy you promise.

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.




A READING FROM JOSHUA 24:1-3a, 14-25
Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He
summoned the elders, leaders, judges and officials of Israel, and they
presented themselves before God. Joshua said to all the people, “This
is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago your ancestors,
including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the
Euphrates River and worshiped other gods. But | took your father
Abraham from the land beyond the Euphrates and led him throughout
Canaan and gave him many descendants.

“Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away
the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in
Egypt, and serve the LORD. But if serving the LORD seems
undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will
serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or
the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me
and my household, we will serve the LORD.”

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to
serve other gods! It was the LORD our God himself who brought us
and our parents up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and
performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our
entire journey and among all the nations through which we traveled.
And the LORD drove out before us all the nations, including the
Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the LORD, because
he is our God.”

Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD. He is
a holy God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and
your sins. If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, he will turn
and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been
good to you.”

But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the LORD.”

Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have
chosen to serve the LORD.”

“Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied.

“Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods that are among
you and yield your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.”

And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the LORD our God and
obey him.”

On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there at
Shechem he reaffirmed for them decrees and laws.

A READING FROM 1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-18

Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those
who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind,
who have no hope. For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and
so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen
asleep in him. According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who
are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly
not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will
come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will
rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we
will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with
these words.

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW 25:1-13
“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took
their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were
foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did
not take any oil with them. The wise ones, however, took oil in jars
along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming,
and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.

“At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to
meet him!’

“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish
ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going
out.’

““No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you.
Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’

“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom
arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding
banquet. And the door was shut.

“Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for
us!’

“But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.




